IQE's investments  by unknown
Nms Update 
Trikon’s Asian 
wireless orders 
Trikon Technologies Inc 
(Newport,Wales, UK) has 
an order from a new 
Asian GaAs wireless fab 
for a Sigma PVD system 
for front- and back-side 
metallisation, a Delta for 
PECVD silicon nitride 
passivation, and Omega 
ICP etch systems for 
both front-side thin film 
and through-wafer plas 
ma etching. 
According to presi- 
dent and CEO Nigel 
Wheeler, “We have re- 
ceived our first sign& 
cant order from Taiwan 
since appointing an 
agent there earlier this 
year. ..Over 30% of or- 
ders for this year are 
from new accounts with 
the majority of these be- 
ing from wireless and 
optoelectronic device 
makers .” 
For Q1/2000 Trikon 
had net sales of 
US$186m (up 19% from 
Q4/99 and 114% from 
Q1/99) and record book- 
ings (2.45 times Q4/99). 
* Trikon has been re-list- 
ed on Nasdaq after being 
de-listed over a year ago. 
Trikon 
Tel: +441633-414111 
TePla acquiring 
MetroLine 
To expand into the North 
American market, TePla 
AG (Kirchheim, Germany) 
is acquiring surface-tech- 
nology plasma tool suppli- 
er MetroLine Industries 
Inc (Corona, CA, USA), 
which has plants in 
California and New Jersey 
With sales of about 
US$36m in 1999, 
MetroLine is expected to 
increase TePla’s revenues 
by about 70% to DM45m 
@JS$9Om) in 2000 (with 
TePla’s Surface Tech- 
nology division increasing 
sales almost fivefold). 
*TePla has become the 
third company from 
Germany’s Neuer Markt 
technology stock ex- 
change (after AIXTRON 
and Suss MicroTec) to join 
the SEMIndex stock listing 
of the SEMI trade organi- 
zation (San Jose, CA, USA). 
TePla 
Tel: +4ps9-9o503-106 
Fax: +4989-904903-24 
IQE’s investments 
“Pure play” epi wafer 
supplier IQE plc has re- 
ported Q1/2000 sales of 
a record &6.35m (up 40% 
from Q1/1999 and 25.3% 
sequentially) - despite 
continued capacity limi- 
tations due to testing and 
qualification. 
Capital expenditure 
accelerated to 
2: 54m. IQE established 
full 6” multi-wafer pro 
duction on the first new- 
generation VG150 MBE 
systems in Bethlehem 
with its three largest elec- 
tronics customers (with 
several more systems ar- 
riving over the next four 
months, incorporating de- 
sign improvements in- 
cluding full automation), 
as well as AlGaAs and 
GaInP HBTs on three AIX- 
TRON AIX 2600 MOCVD 
systems in Cardiff,Wales. 
IQE is receiving four 
more AIX 26OOG3s over 
the summer (in May, June, 
July and August) for 
growth of AlGaInAsP 
HBTs, P-HEMTs, VCSELs, 
visible and long-wave- 
length lasers (part of a 
long-term purchase agree- 
ment for 10 reactors).The 
new reactors are 
equipped with automat- 
ed wafer loading systems, 
which IQE has now fully 
tested as the first beta test 
site. Executive Chairman 
Dr Drew Nelson says that 
all products so far grown 
on existing first- and sec- 
ond-generation systems 
(AIX 2000 a.ndAIK 2400s) 
can now be transferred to 
the new third-generation 
equipment (with InGaP 
andAlGaAs HBTs for both 
4” and 6” already trans- 
ferred). 
IQE has consequently 
made a secondary share 
offering and listed on the 
London Stock 
Exchange’s TechMARK 
index to raise &37m 
(US$56m) to invest in 
production capabilities. 
IQE 
Tel: +4429-2(18394&l 
Briefs...Briefs... 
After recently winning 
business from Raytheon 
RF Components, ATMf’s 
Services Division (for- 
merly Epitronics) is in- 
stalling additional 
AIXTRON 2600 G3 sys 
tems for wireless prod- 
ucts at its III-V Division 
in Phoenix, AZ, USA (for 
delivery ,m the second 
half of 2000). 
*A new regional sub- 
sidiary, ATM1 Taiwan, has 
beenopened,headedby 
country manager and di- 
rector of sales Ko-Ying 
Hu (formerly of 
schl~berger). 
Briefs...Briefs... CIalitbrnia) and from a 
T@cOrp(petaluma,cA, leading North American 
USA) has received orders supplier of high-perfbr- 
from TRW (for additional mance broadband net- 
Tegal9OlG diode plasma works for seven 900 se- 
etchers - worth USSlm - ries plasma etch systems 
to etch 100 mm GaAs (doubling its installed 
wafers for HBTs at base, for shipment in the 
ms facility in Southern firsthalfoffiscal2OOO). 
Plasma and ion beam 
processing equipment 
supplier oxfiord Instru- 
ments P@ma Tech- 
nology received over 
US$12m of orders for 
compound semiconduc- 
tors for the year ended 
March 2000 (up 140% 
over the previous year, 
exceeding the 2040% 
growth of the industry). 
overall sales were up 
30%, with orders up al- 
most 60%, partly due to 
the opto and GaAs MMIC 
markets (particularly in 
North America). 
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